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Clean Version Of Pending Claims 

1 . (amended) An absorbent article, comprising: 

an absorbent chassis defining a longitudinal axis, a transverse axis, fr^rt! and back 
waist edges parallel to the transverse axis, opposite side edges extending between the front 
and back waist edges, a front waist region contiguous with the front waist^dge, a back waist 
region contiguous with the back waist edge, and a crotch region which/extends between and 
interconnects the front and back waist regions, the front waist region defining a pair of 
transversely opposed front side panels and a front center pap»el positioned between and 
interconnecting the front side panels, the back waist region/defining a pair of transversely 
opposed back side panels and a back center panel positipfned between and interconnecting 
the back side panels, at least one pair of side panels behag elastomeric in a direction generally 
parallel to the transverse axis, the absorbent chassjs comprising a bodyside liner, an outer 
cover bonded to the bodyside liner, and an absorbent assembly disposed between the 
bodyside liner and the outer cover; and 

a fastening system for releasdbl^%ecuring the absorbent article in a pant-like 
configuration, the fastening system corrpri^ing first and second fastening components 
disposed on the back side panels and/adapted to releasably engage first and second mating 
fastening components disposed on^tne front side panels; 

wherein a transverse distance between the first and second fastening components is 
substantially equal to a transverse distance between the first and second mating fastening 
components. 



2. (amended) Th^absorbent article of claim 1 , wherein each front and back side panel has 
a waist end edg^/parallel to the transverse axis and forming part of one of the waist edges 
and an opposite leg end edge, and each front and back side panel is elastomeric from the 
waist end edge to the leg end edge. 



3. The absorbent article of claim 1, wherein each of the side panels comprises an 
elastomeric material and is elastomeric in a direction generally parallel to the transverse axis. 
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4. (amended) The absorbent article of claim>rwherein the absorbent article comprises 
elastomeric components transversel^^p6sed between the first and second fastening 
components and the absorbent as^erffiblV^nd elastomeric components transversely disposed 
between the first and second mating fastening components and the abs0rbent assembly. 

5. The absorbent article of claim 1, further comprising lec^eflastic members longitudinally 
aligned along each side edge in the crotch region, the/4eg elastic members having front 
terminal points located adjacent longitudinally inne™6st parts of the front side panels and 
back terminal points located adjacent longitudinaUyinnermost parts of the back side panels. 



6. (amended) The absorbent article of :laim 1 , wherein the absorbent^actieteTias an overall 
length dimension and each of th^front and back sisJe-^sSnels has an average length 
dimension that is about 20 perc^j2^^\eipl^o\/era\\ length dimension. 

7. The absorbent articJe^ofclaim 1 , Wherein the absorbent chassis defines an inner surface 
and an oppositeQul^gurface, and the first and second fastening components comprise loop 
type fasj0rt£rs disposed on the inner surface and the first and second mating fastening 

tponents cocrfprise hook type fasteners disposed on the outer surface. 



8. The/absorbent article of claim 7, wherein the loop type fasteners are sized larger than 
the matir/g hook type fasteners. 

9. /(amended) The absorbent article of claim 1, wherein the pant configuration defir 
waisi opening and leg openings and engagement of the fasteningjxjmponSnts and mating 
fas/ening components defines refastenable seams that^cover^about 90 to about 98 percent of 
a distance between the waist opening ^dkto^t^g openings. 



1 0. The absorbent arttde of claim 1 , wherein the first and second fastening components are 
f disposed in tbe^back waist region abutting the back waist edge and the first and second 
matinqj^stening components are disposed in the front waist region abutting the front waist 
je. 
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1 1 . The absorbent article of claim 1 , wherein each first and secondjastghing component 
defines a length dimension that is aligned generally parallel tQjh€^ongitudinal axis, a width 
dimension, and a length-to-width ratio of about 2 or gree 



12. The absorbent article of^CTaim 
component defines a length 
axis, a width dimension, aneTa lenc 



; wherein each first and second mating fastening 
that is aligned generally parallel to the longitudinal 
^to-width ratio of about 2 or greater. 



13. The absorbent article of claim 12, wherein each first and second fastening component 
and eacMirst and second mating fastening component has a length-to-width ratio of about 5 
or or^ater. 
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14. (amended) An absorbent article, comprising: / 

an absorbent chassis defining a longitudinal axis, a transverse axis, front^and back 
waist edges parallel to the transverse axis, opposite side edges extending bejWeen the front 
and back waist edges, a front waist region contiguous with the front waisLeoge, a back waist 
region contiguous with the back waist edge, and a crotch region whidvextends between and 
interconnects the front and back waist regions, the absorbent chassi^comprising: 

a rectangular composite structure having oppositeHinear side edges parallel to 
the longitudinal axis and opposite linear end edges parallel to the transverse axis, the 
composite structure comprising a bodyside liner^ an outer cover bonded to the 
bodyside liner, and an absorbent assembly disposed between the bodyside liner and 
the outer cover; / 

first and second front side panels/bonded to the composite structure in the front 
waist region; / 

first and second back side' panels bonded to the composite structure in the 
back waist region; / 

a fastening system for releasably securing the absorbent article in a pant-like 
configuration, the fastening system comprising first and second fastening components 
connected to the respective iirst and second back side panels and adapted to releasably 
engage first and second mating fastening components connected to the respective first and 
second front side panels; and 

elastomeric components transversely disposed between the fastening components 
and the absorbent/assembly; 

wherein/a transverse distance between the first and second fastening components is 
substantialj/^equal to a transverse distance between the first and second mating fastening 
components. 

15. / The absorbent article of claim 14, wherein the first and second fastening components 
are disposed in the back waist region abutting the back waist edge and the first and second 
^mating fastening components are disposed in the front waist region abutting the front waist 
edge. 
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16. The absorbent article of claim 14, wherein each side panel h&sra waist end edge 
parallel to the transverse axis and forming part of one of the wajsfedges and an opposite leg 
end edge, and each side panel is elastomeric from the w£fefend edge to the leg end edge. 

17. The absorbent article of claim 14, wl^rein the front side panels are longitudinally 
spaced from the back side panels. X 

18. The absorbent article of claim 14, wherein the absorbent article has an overall length 
dimension and the side panel^nave an average length dimension that is about 20 percent or 
greater of the overall lengtl^imension. 

19. The absorbent article of claim 14, wherein the absorbent chassis defines an inner 
surface and an opposite outer surface, and the first and second fastening components 
comprise loop type fasteners disposed on the inner surface and the first and second mating 
fastening components comprise hook type fasteners disposed on the outer surface, the loop 
type fasteners/being sized larger than the mating hook type fasteners. 

20. (amended) The absorbent article of claim 14, whereinjhe^ant-like configuration defines 
a waist opening and leg openings and engagemep^jfthe fastening components and mating 
fastening components defines refastenabl^s^ams, the refastenable seams covering about 90 
to about 98 percent of a distance befctfeen the waist opening and the leg openings. 
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21 . (amended) An absorbent article, comprising: 

an absorbent chassis defining a longitudinal axis, a transverse axis, first and/Second 
waist edges parallel to the transverse axis, opposite side edges extending between the first 
and second waist edges, a first waist region contiguous with the first waist^age, a second 
waist region contiguous with the second waist edge, and a crotch region which extends 
between and interconnects the first and second waist regions.ytne absorbent chassis 
comprising: / 

a rectangular composite structure having opposite linear side edges parallel to 
the longitudinal axis and opposite linear end edges Efarallel to the transverse axis, the 
composite structure comprising a bodyside liner, an outer cover bonded to the 
bodyside liner, and an absorbent assembly exposed between the bodyside liner and 
the outer cover; 

first and second elastomeric si<^ panels bonded to the composite structure in 
the first waist region; 

first and second elastomeric side panels bonded to the composite structure in 
the second waist region; 

support members bonded to and extending transversely outward from the first 
and second elastomeric^ide panels in the second waist region; and 
a fastening system /for releasably securing the absorbent article in a pant-like 
configuration, the fastening system comprising first and second fastening components 
disposed on the suppopf members and adapted to releasably engage first and second mating 
fastening components disposed on the respective first and second elastomeric side panels in 
the first waist region; 

wherein/ihe elastomeric side panels in the first waist region are longitudinally spaced 
from the elasiomeric side panels in the second waist region, and a width of the elastomeric 
side panej/in the first waist region is the same as a width of the elastomeric side panels in the 
second/waist region. 
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2. The absorbent article of claim 21, further comprising support members bonded to and 
tending transversely outward from the first and second elastomeric side panels in -the first 
w&ist region, wherein the first and second mating fastening components are disposed on the 
support members in the first waist region. 

23. vfoe absorbent article of claim 21, wherein the first and second fastening components 
comprise integral portions of the support members. 

24. The absorbent article of claim 23, wherein the support members comprise a loop material. 

25. A disposable absorbent article, comprising an absorbent chassis and a fastening 
system for releasably attaching a front waist region of the absorbent chassis to a back waist 
region of the absorbent chassis to define a refastenable pant having a waist opening and a 
pair of leg openings the refastenable pant comprising: 

a pair of elaj tomeric, nonwoven front side panels extending from the waist opening to 
each leg opening; 

a pair of elastomeric, nonwoven back side panels extending from the waist opening to 
each leg opening; 1 

a pair of refastenable seams extending from the waist opening to each leg opening, 
each refastenable seam disposed between an elastomeric front side panel and an elastomeric 
back side panel; and 1 

a pair of elastomeric leg members which partially encircle each leg opening. 
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26. The disposable absorbent article of claim 25, wherein the refastenable pant further 
comprises: 

an elastomeric front waistband disposed in the front waist region and positioned 

panels; and 

an elastomeric back waistband disposed in the back waist region and positioned 
between the pair of elastomeric back side panels 



27. The disposable absorbent article of claim 25, wherein each elastomeric leg member 
extends from adjacent an elastomeric front side^ panel in the front waist region to adjacent an 
elastomeric side panel in the back waist region. 



28. The disposable absorbent article of claim C5, wherein the absorbent article has an 
overall length dimension, the front side panels are longitudinally spaced from the back side 
panels, and the front and back side panels have an leverage length dimension that is about 20 
percent or greater of the overall length dimension. 
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29. (amended) A training pant for use in training a child to use the toilet, comprising- 

an absorbent chassis defining a longitudinal axis, a transverse axis, an ove^ll length 
dimension parallel to the longitudinal axis, front and back waist edges parallel to the 
transverse axis, opposite side edges extending between the front and bac)^ waist edges, a 
front waist region contiguous with the front waist edge, a back waist region contiguous with 
the back waist edge, and a crotch region which extends between an^/fnterconnects the front 
and back waist regions, the absorbent chassis comprising: 

a rectangular composite structure having oppositeHinear side edges parallel to 
the longitudinal axis and opposite linear end edges parallel to the transverse axis, the 
composite structure comprising: 

(a) a liquid permeable bodyside liner; 

(b) a liquid impermeable outer covei/bonded to the bodyside liner, the outer 
cover comprising a liquid impermeable inner layer and a nonwoven outer layer; 

(c) an outer cover graphic disposed on the outer cover; 

(d) an absorbent assembly comprising hydrophilic fibers disposed between the 
bodyside liner and the outer cover; and 

(e) leg elastic member's longitudinally aligned along the side edges of the 
composite structure; 

first and second frdnt side panels bonded to the composite structure in the front 
waist region, each fronrside panel having a distal edge, an interior portion between the 
distal edge and the/composite structure, a waist end edge parallel to the transverse 
axis and formingypart of the front waist edge, and a leg end edge forming part of the 
side edge, the front side panels having an average length dimension that is about 20 
percent or greater of the overall length dimension of the absorbent chassis; 

firs/and second back side panels bonded to the composite structure in the 
back waist region and longitudinally spaced from the first and second front side 
panels( each back side panel having a distal edge, an interior portion between the 
distal edge and the composite structure, a waist end edge parallel to the transverse 
axis and forming part of the back waist edge, and a leg end edge forming part of the 
Side edge, the back side panels having an average length dimension that is about 20 
percent or greater of the overall length dimension of the absorbent chassis; and 
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an elastomeric material disposed between nonwoven facing lavprgHn at least 
the interior portions to render the side panels elastomeric in ^-direction generally 
parallel to the transverse axis; and 
a fastening system for releasably securing the absdrbent chassis in a pant-like 
configuration having a waist opening and a pair of^teg openings, the fastening system 
comprising first and second fastening componepts adapted to releasably engage first and 
second mating fastening components, th^first and second fastening components being 
connected to the respective first and^cond back side panels adjacent the distal edges, the 
first and second mating fastening components being connected to the respective first and 
second front side panels adjacent the distal edges, the fastening components and the mating 
fastening componentsTeach comprising mechanical fasteners having a length-to-width ratio of 
about 5 or grpdter, and engagement of the fastening components and mating fastening 
components defines refastenable seams that cover about 80 to 100 percent of a distance 
between the waist opening and the leg openings. 
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